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GOOD TO KNOW – MARCH 2016 

 
84th INTERNATIONAL  F.I.C.C. RALLY  IN  PONTE DE LIMA /PORTUGAL  

from 29 July to 7 August 2016 
 

 
SANTOINHO –  A  decades-long tradition  

 
Santoinho was established back in 1972 by Antonio Cunha, a major player in tourism and transport, 
whose great ambition was to create a manifestation that would celebrate the customs and culture of 
the Minho region. Its purpose would be to give tourists a unique insight into the region’s traditions, 
gastronomy, folklore, culture and people, not merely as onlookers but as participants.  
For the past 40 years and more - and always respecting its authentic roots - Santoinho has been a 
major attraction for tourists from all over the world.  
Quite apart from the carefully planned festivities in the open air (Arraial), Santoinho now has other 
attractions to offer including an Ethnographic Museum with its unique collection of costumes and a 
Transport Museum that charts the development of passenger transport over time (exhibition of 
vintage cars and buses).  
The main aims of Santoinho are keeping the traditions of the Minho region alive, protecting its 
cultural heritage, promoting and explaining its cultural patrimony as regards agriculture, 
ethnography, famous pilgrim routes and the many other traditions that characterise the Minho 
region.  
“It is impossible to describe what I saw and experienced there.  But one thing is certain: if you don’t 
go to Minho and if you miss out on Santoinho, you will never understand or truly get the feel of the 
real Portugal“. 
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Rally	Programme	
The	rally	location	is	unique:	10	rally	days	and	nights	full	of	cultural,	sporting	and	recreational	
activities	for	all	ages,	onshore	or	on	the	river,	with	the	unique	opportunity	to	meet	and	
become	friends	with	campers	from	all	over	the	world.	
	
Draft	program:	
29.07	|	12:00	>	Gate	opens	

17:00	>	Chief	delegates	meeting	

20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	

30.07	|	10:00	>	Discovery	Ponte	de	Lima	by	foot	

10:00	>	Traditional	products	market	

17:00	>	Gathering	for	the	Parade	of	Nations	

17.30	>	Parade	of	Nations	

19:00	>	Opening	ceremony	

20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	
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31.07	|	10:00	>	International	worship	

	 10:00	>	Traditional	products	market	

	 14:00	>	Tour	1	

	 20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	

01.08	|	10:00	>	Sports	program	(children,	teenagers	and	adults)	

	 09:00	>	Tour	2	

	 20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	

02.08	|	10:00	>	Sports	program	(children,	teenagers	and	adults)	

	 09:00	>	Tour	3	and	Tour	7	

	 20:30	>	International	evening	(traditional	campfire)	

	

03.08	|	09:00	>	F.I.C.C.	General	Assembly	

	 14:00	>	Tour	4	and	Tour	5	

	 18:00	>	Tour	5	

	 20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	

04.08	|	10:00	>	Delegates	excursion	

	 14:00	>	Tour	1	

	 20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	 22:00	>	International	Folk	music	festival	(village	centre)	

	

05.08	|	09:00	>	Tour	6	

	 20:30	>	Evening	entertainment:	Cultural,	Dance	&	Disco	

	

06.08	|	09:00	>	Tour	3	and	Tour	7	

	 19:00	>	Closing	ceremony	

	

07.08	|	12:00	>	Gate	closes	

	
Notes:	

• Evening	programs	up	to	midnight	
• Restaurant	open	for	breakfast,	lunch	and	dinner	on	Rally	site	
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• Bar	open	for	drinks	on	Rally	site	
• Supermarket	for	basics	on	Rally	site	
• Children	and	pet-sitting	on	rally	site	for	participants	taking	part	in	excursions	

	
	

Some practical information 
Booking fee: Adults (18+)  €120 – Young people (12-17 years) €60 – Children up to 11 years old, 
free of charge 
Electricity (6 Amps): €35 per unit (tent, caravan, motorcaravan) 
Camping Pass: €75 (This amount is payable by participants staying in hotels, B&B, Youth hostels 
etc. and who wish to go to the rally site for the entertainment program.) 
A supplementary charge of 20% will be added for bookings received by the organiser after May 10, 
2016. 
Information under www.ficc2016.com 
 

--------- 
 
 
 
 

85th INTERNATIONAL F.I.C.C. RALLY will be held in Datça, western Turkey, from  17 
to 26 May 2017 

 

 
 
 

Datça Date Palm 

The date palm (phoenix theophrasti Greuter) which was thought to be endemic to Crete, has 
recently been found on the Datça Peninsula. The date palm grows in the Eksera Valley on the 
Eastern part of the peninsula and in the valleys and coves between Lindos Point and Bozan 
Point along the South Eastern shores. The date palm can grow up to 10-12 metres tall, 
occasionally even 15 metres and the only chance of seeing one is to undergo a challenging 
trek with a local guide. 
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ACCOMMODATION	

PARTICIPATION	FEE	/	PERSON	

REMARKS	ADULT	

(18+)	

JUNIORS	

(12-17)	

CHILDREN	

(UP	TO	11)	

RALLY	PARTICIPATION	FEE	

(	TENT,	CARAVAN,	MOTOCARAVAN	)	

Electricity	included	

120	€	 60€	 FREE	

-	RALLY	
PARTICIPATION	
FEE	10	DAYS	1	
UNIT	+	1	PERSON		
(TENT,	CARAVAN,	
MOTOCARAVAN)	

-	WELCOME	GIFT	
PACKAGE	

(ONE	EACH	PER	
UNIT	)	

 
 
 

N.B. A 20% surcharge will be added for bookings made after 10 April 2017. 
 

------------------------- 
 

86th INTERNATIONAL F.I.C.C. RALLY from 30 September to 9 October 2017  
in Jhinshan (New Taipei City) /Taiwan 
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87th  INTERNATIONAL  F.I.C.C. RALLY 2018 in Germany 

 

 
 

 
Information will be available in due course under  www.ficcrally2018.de 

 
-------------- 

 
17th ADRIA Camping Rally under F.I.C.C. patronage 

 
The 17th Adria Rally will be held on the Cikat campsite, Mali Losinj/Croatia from 25 June to 2 July 
2016.  The booking fee is €110 per person, juniors between 12 and 16 years old are half price and 
children under 12 years old are free of charge.  
The booking fee includes the tourist tax, a non-demarcated pitch (with electricity), the ACR 
programme, welcome drink, welcome meal, and a souvenir.  
 
Excursions to  
° Susak island or Ilovik island 
° Sightseeing tour on Mali Losinj and Veli Losinj 
° Visits to Osor, Cres and Valun  
 
Bookings accepted up to 15 May 2016. 
Hotel accommodation available.  
Ferry timetable under www.jadrolinija.hr 
Information on road tolls under www.hac.hr 
Road traffic reports under www.hoc.hr 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 
The United Nations celebrates its 70th anniversary. 
The United Nations Office in Geneva organized an Open Day at the Palais des Nations in Geneva 
last October. Some 19,000 visitors enjoyed a variety of activities and learned about the work of the 
United Nations, its agencies and international bodies in Geneva. 
 
Belgium: The Formula 1 motor-racing circuit at Spa-Francorchamps is the longest and oldest 
Formula 1 track still in use.  The first “Grand Prix“ was held there in 1924.  
 
° The origin of the tulip is usually attributed to the Netherlands.  However it was in fact introduced 
into Belgium in 1562 when a ship from Istanbul docked in Antwerp harbour and, in addition to its 
cargo of valuable fabrics, it was found to have tulip bulbs on board.  From that time people started 
cultivating the tulip in Europe. 
 
° The Olympic flag with its five intersecting rings was first used at the 1920 Olympic Games held in 
Antwerp.  
 
The best bar in the world is in Lennik (near Brussels). 
Lennik’s popular bar “In de Verzekering tegen de Grote Dorst“ (Insurance against a great thirst or 
The definitive solution for a parched throat) is the world’s best bar according to a list by TateBeer, 
one of the most famous international beer websites in the world.  This small bar also claims second 
place when it comes to the best beer destinations – only the Akkurat restaurant in 
Stockholm/Sweden fares better. Of the fifty best beer destinations, seven are in Belgium, i.e. one 
less than last year. 
Source: Metro(B) 

---------- 
 
Germany: The introduction of vignettes in Germany, originally planned for the beginning of 2016 
has been postponed until 2017.  However the cost of vignettes is already known, i.e. €130 for a 
year, €22 for two months and €10 for 10 days.  There will be no visible indication on the vehicle itself 
because when the vignette is bought on-line, the vehicle’s number plate is registered and will be 
recognised when you drive through the archway to enter the German motorway system.  However 
it’s a good idea to have proof of payment with you as a precaution.  
The fine for non-payment will be €150 plus the cost of the vignette i.e. €280.   
 

---------- 
 
Croatia: In July/August the population increases threefold... as do the prices!  So it is worth 
considering visiting Croatia outside the holiday season.  The sun shines and it is warm from May to 
September.  
 
° Croatia is a member of the European Union but it is not in the Eurozone.  One euro is roughly 7.5 
Kunas.  You will find exchange offices/bureaux de change everywhere, but avoid the ones at the 
airport where the exchange rate is excessive.  
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° We cannot imagine life today without many of the inventions of the famous Croatian physicist, 
Nikola Tesla.   These include wireless power transmission, radar, the induction motor, hydroelectric 
power, radio, microscope, TV and the computer (calculator). 
 
° The former Yugoslav head of state, Josip Broz Tito, owned a summer residence on the Brijuni 
islands where the heads of state of the future movement of non-aligned countries met on 19 July 
1956.  With the world engulfed in the Cold War, the aim of this movement was to avoid being 
aligned with or against any major power bloc represented at the time by the USA/USSR.  
 
° Cravat is Croatian and comes from the Serbo-Croat word “hrvat“ meaning a beautifully made scarf 
worn by Croatian horsemen.  The scarves became fashionable when these horsemen arrived in 
France to serve Louis XIII.  
 
° After Rio and Venice we have the famous Rijeka Carnival.  The festivities include the Zvoncari, 
masked men clad in animal skins who ring and clank loud bells to frighten off evil spirits (the evil 
eye). 
Source: Metro Weekend (B) 
 
 

--------- 
 
 
Sleep well 
° Always go to bed at the same time. 
° Avoid looking at any sort of screen (TV, computer, smartphone or i-pad) just before going to sleep.  
° Concentrate on your breathing. 
° Don’t eat just before going to bed. 
° Move a lot during the day. 
° Don’t drink coffee or alcohol before going to sleep. 
° You need a good mattress and slatted bed base. 
° Take a bath just before bedtime. 
° It’s best to sleep in a darkened room. 
° Make sure the room is well ventilated. 
° Relax. 
Consult your general practitioner or a sleep therapist if you have specific sleep problems.  
Source: A.C.C.A.W. (B) 

 
 
 

Correction 
What should you do if you are threatened when using an ATM (cash dispenser)? 
Tap in your pin number backwards!! 
 
This report that is doing the rounds in social media is a complete fabrication! 
According to Belgian police there is nothing built into the system that will alert the police that you 
have a problem if you type in your pin code backwards.  And in any case the transaction would not 
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go through -  just think there are pin codes that use the same 4 digits e.g. 1111 or a symmetrical 
number such as 2552! 
So what should you do? 
 
 

• Practically all banks and ATMs have CCTV cameras.  Try to position yourself so that the 
person who is threatening you can be seen by the camera.  

• For your own safety it is better to hand the money over. 
• As soon as the malefactor has cleared off, immediately phone 112 or 101 (Belgian police).  
• Try to see what the person looks like and commit details to memory. 
• Try to see the direction he/she takes. 
• If there is an escape vehicle or motorcycle, try to memorise the number.  

 
(We thank VKCF/VKT (B) for this piece of advice) 
 

-------------- 
 
 
OMT (WTO) grants Mr. Arthur Haulot a posthumous lifetime achievement award 
The International Organisation for Social Tourism (OITS) is proud to announce that the World  
Tourism Organisation (OMT/WTO) has honoured Mr. Arthur Haulot, the founder of OITS, with an 
award in recognition of his avant-gardist life’s work promoting social tourism and his efforts to make 
tourism accessible to everyone.  The award is granted to people who have shown visionary 
leadership and made an exceptional contribution to tourism. 
 
Arthur Haulot was born in Belgium in 1913 and devoted his whole life to tourism.  In 1939 he was 
appointed Belgium’s High Commissioner for Tourism, a post that he held for 33 years.  He played a 
major part in setting up the European Commission for Tourism in 1946 and in designating the U.N. 
International Tourist Year in 1967. He founded the International Bureau for Social Tourism (BITS – 
now known as OITS) in 1963 and was the organisation’s General Secretary until 1988.  Mr. Haulot 
worked hard for many, many years to promote and develop social tourism worldwide. 
 
Besides his work in the field of social tourism, Arthur Haulot was a writer and poet and it was thanks 
to him that the International Poetry Festival came into being. 
 
Mr. Haulot died on 25 May 2005 and the OMT Award was presented to his family, Moussia and 
Alexis Haulot, at a ceremony held during the Spanish Tourism Salon (FITUR) on 20 January 2016. 

 
---------------- 

 
The Ghent Floralies (Ghent Flower Show) will be held from 22 April through 1 May 2016 in 
Ghent/Belgium. This year the Floralies will move away from the Flanders Expo centre where the 
show has been held for the past three times.  The magnificent plant and floral festival is returning to 
the city again, with an open discovery trail (5 kms) across the Arts quarter connecting four areas 
with separate themes  - Bijlokesite, Leopoldskaserne, Sint-Pietersplein and Citadelpark.  
Further information under www.floralien.be 
Source: Kampeertoerist (B)  
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ENVIRONMENT 

 
21 MARCH 2016 – INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS 

 
This day of action was first launched at the end of the 1970s by the U.N. Food & Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO).   The definition of a forest is a formation of plantlife that essentially comprises 
trees covering such a large area that it can develop its own forest climate.  Forests are complex 
ecosystems but when this resource is properly managed, it can be the most productive land 
ecosystem.  After the world’s oceans, forests exert the greatest and most important influence on the 
climate worldwide. 
They cover one third of the earth and have life-giving properties that are crucial and have an 
influence on all corners of the world.   Around 1.6 billion people – including over 2,000 indigenous 
cultures – depend on forests for their means of existence. 

 
“To build a sustainable, climate-resilient future for all, we must invest in our world’s forests. 
That will take political commitment at the highest levels, smart policies, effective law 
enforcement, innovative partnerships and funding.“ 
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General UN 
 

 
 

CAMPING, CARAVANNING, MOTORCARAVANNING 
 
Maximum speeds when towing a caravan 

COUNTRY Inner built-up 
areas kms 

(urban areas) 

Out-of-town built-
up areas kms 
(rural areas) 

Highway/main 
roads 
kms 

Motorway 
kms 

Belgium 50 90 120 (A 90) 120 (A 90)  
 

Bosnia-
Herzegovina 

50 80 80 80 

Bulgaria               50 70  100 
Denmark 50 70 70 80 
Germany 

 
50 80 80 (B 100) 80 (B 100) 

  
Estonia 50 70  90 
Finland 50 80  80 
France 50 90 (A 80) 110 (C 100 A 90) 130 (C 110 A 90)  
Greece 50 80  80 

Great Britain 48 80 96 96 
Duchy of 

Luxembourg 
50 75  90 

Ireland 50 80 80 80 
Iceland 50 80   
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Italy 50 70 70 80 
Croatia 50 80 80 90 
Latvia 50 (D 20) 80 90  

Lithuania 50 90 (E F 70) 90 90 
 

Macedonia 50 80 (E 60) 80 80 
Montenegro 50 80 80  
Netherlands 50 80 90 (G 80) 90 (G 80) 

 
Norway 50 80 80 (H 60) 80 (H 60) 
Austria 50 80 (A 70 J 100) 80 (J 100) 80 (H 60) 
Poland 50 (K 60) 70 80 80 

Portugal 50 70/80 (L) 80 100 
 

Romania 50 70 (M 50) 80 (M 60) 90 (M 70) 
Serbia 50 80 80 80 

Slovenia 50 90 A 80) 100 (A 80) 100 (A 80) 
Slovakia 50 90  90 

 
Spain 50 70 80  (H 80) 

Czech Republic 50 (N30) 80 (N 30) 80 80 
Turkey 40 80 (H 70)  110 (H 80) 

Sweden 40 80 (H 40) 80 (H 40) 80 (H 40) 
Switzerland 50 80 80 80 

Hungary 50 70 70 80 
 

Source: Kampeertoerist - ADAC (2015) 
 

A: Combination > 3.5 tonnes 
B: With MOT (vehicle inspection test) 
C: Driver’s licence < 3 years 
D: In residential areas 
E:  Driver’s licence < 2 years 
F:  On country lanes 
G: Outfits > 3.5 tonnes 
H: If there are particular weight or other regulatory restrictions 
I:  With a trailer < 750 kgs 
K: Between 11 pm and 5 am 
M: Driver’s licence < 1 year 

 
A successful year for the European caravan industry 
The number of leisure vehicles in Europe has gone up by nearly 12 per cent 
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The European market for caravans and motorcaravans performed extraordinarily well last year, 
chalking up the best results for five years.  Consequently, new registrations of leisure vehicles rose 
by an impressive 10.2% with 151,293 newly licensed caravans and motorcaravans in 2015. 
The turnaround in European export markets meant that nearly all of the leisure vehicle markets 
reported positive sales figures.   By comparison there were only seven markets in Europe that were 
in the black in 2014. 
Germany, with its soaring registrations, was the principal motor for growth in Europe in 2015.  With 
47,143 new registrations for caravans and motorcaravans, the German market showed strong 
growth of 9.8% compared with the previous year.   
Great Britain is among the next most important leisure vehicle markets in Europe after Germany.  
Last year Great Britain reported 31,577 newly registered caravans and motorcaravans, representing  
a huge 16.1% increase over and above the previous year’s results.   There were also good figures in 
France which recorded an impressive 25,334 newly registered leisure vehicles, i.e. an increase of 
9%.   
Even some of Europe’s former problem markets have recorded an upward trend in sales: new 
registrations of caravans and motorcaravans in the Netherlands were up by 6.3%, in Denmark by 
5.8% and in Italy by 5.3%. After a drop in sales over a good many years, the Spanish market moved 
in the same positive direction too in 2015 and recorded 3,354 new registrations of caravans and 
motorcaravans, representing a very strong increase of 43.9% . 
 
Last year the European market for motorcaravans grew by a solid 12,7% to 81,298 vehicles and, 
when you looked at the detail, it was sale of the biggest motorcaravans that showed the best growth 
rate. 
 
Appropriately therefore the strong German market enjoyed a valuable 10.1% increase with 28,348 
newly registered motorcaravans.  In France the number of newly registered motorcaravans clocked 
up last year was 17,414, an increase of 12.8% and in Great Britain the figures were up by a hugely  
impressive 21.1% as 10,577 new motorcaravans were registered. 
 
The European market for caravans did very well in 2015 too, registering 69,995 new outfits, up by 
7.5% compared with the previous year.  This upward trend was typical of progress in Europe’s most 
important caravan markets.  The number of caravan registrations in the very buoyant British market 
went up 21,000 i.e. an increase of 13,7%.  In Germany there were 18,795 newly registered caravans 
i.e.  growth of 9.3% and France recorded an encouraging 7,920 caravans, i.e. growth of 1.6%. 
Source: CIV D 

 

INTERESTING SNIPPETS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Nederlandse Caravan Club (NL): The  Club has just informed us that it will once more welcome all 
campers who belong to an F.I.C.C. member club or federation at the Club’s own campsites in 2016.  
Unfortunately the Club has had to increase the price per family and per night to €11 (excluding 
electricity).  Campsites N° 5 and N° 2 however have increased their cost to €12.50 per family per 
night for 2016.  
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WE HAVE PLEASURE INTRODUCING:  

  

The Camping and Caravanning Club     

 

 

The Camping and Caravanning Club is 111 years old and is the largest and oldest club in the world 
for all forms of camping.  It exists to help its 400,000 members reap the maximum enjoyment and 
value-for-money from their camping.  

Thomas Hiram Holding, a London-based journeyman tailor, developed a passion for camping at the 
age of nine whilst crossing the American prairies with his parents in 1853 as part of a wagon train. 
He was a keen cyclist and one of the leading lights in the formation of the Bicycle Touring Club in 
1858. Then, years later, a chance conversation with a friend, resulted in him designing some 
suitable lightweight camping equipment and, with four friends, embarking on a cycle camping 
expedition in Ireland.  In a book chronicling the experience (Cycle and Camp in 
Connemara), Holding invited interested readers to contact him resulting in thirteen enthusiastic 
members forming the Association of Cycle Campers.  

1901: Six people went camping in Wantage. This was the first meeting of what is now known as The 
Camping and Caravanning Club.  

The Pre-War Years  

1906: The Association had several hundred members and, in June that year, the first Club site was 
opened at Weybridge. A feeling amongst some members that the scope of activities should be 
widened, led to a group of members forming The Camping Club. Holding himself severed his links 
with the Association of Cycle Campers and formed the National Camping Club.  
1909:  The Association of Cycle Campers and the Camping Club amalgamated to become the 
Amateur Camping Club, and just one year later, this organisation and the National Camping Club 
combined, with a total membership of 820. Captain Robert Falcon-Scott, RN, later to become better 
known as Scott of the Antarctic, became President of the club, a post he held until his tragic death 
three years later.  

The Great War and Beyond 
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1914: The war years were a difficult period for the Club with numbers dropping, a trend that 
continued until the end of the war.  
 
1919: The Club changed its name to The Camping Club of Great Britain and Ireland and Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell, already well-known as a hero of the Boer War and founder of the Boy Scouts, 
became President.  
1921: The first Club Feast of Lanterns took place at Deep Dene, Dorking. Based on Chinese 
tradition, this was an event in which members were encouraged to decorate their units with hand-
made lanterns. It was to become the Club’s biggest annual event which is now attended by 
thousands. 
1930: The Club‘s founder died. 
1932: The Club formed the International Federation of Camping & Caravanning (Fédération 
Internationale de Camping et de Caravanning – F.I.C.C.) which has held international rallies in 
member countries ever since. The same year, it also formed a Mountaineering Section and a Folk 
Group and the following year, the British Canoe Association became the Canoe Section of the Club. 
The Photo Group was formed in 1935.  

Caravans became popular at this time with companies like Eccles, Winchester Car Cruiser and 
Raven producing caravans commercially. Some Club members built their own, mostly using ash as 
the timber for the chassis and drawbar, and wheels and springs from a crashed motor car, such as a 
Morris Cowley. Plywood was used for the walls and stretched and doped canvas for the roof.  
1933: Club Caravan Section formed, later to become known as The British Caravanners Club.  
The years leading to the outbreak of the Second World War saw continued membership growth and 
the addition of several more club sites. However, the Thirties were also dogged by legal battles 
between landowners and those demanding free access to moorlands and uplands, as a growing 
outdoor movement gained unstoppable momentum. This led to Mass Trespasses being organised 
and the first of these, on Kinder Scout, was close to the Club’s site at Hayfield. Many Camping Club 
members took part. 

World War II  

1941: The Club’s President, Lord Baden-Powell died. The same year saw the formation of The 
Youth Camping Association, sponsored by the Club.  
The main thing on everyone’s mind, though, was the war, and the opportunity to get into the 
countryside, away from the raids of the towns and cities, was something Club members really 
appreciated. Throughout the war, people regarded holidays and shorter periods away from home as 
important. Consequently, unlike the first war, the second one saw the Club’s popularity remain 
steady. Members in the forces could continue their club membership on a reduced subscription, and 
many did so.  
1944: The Association of Cycle Campers was re-formed as a specialist section of the Club and this 
became the Association of Lightweight Campers.  

The Post War Years  

1951:  The Club celebrated its Golden Jubilee and membership had reached nearly 15,000 and the 
Club gained the patronage of HM King George VI. Following his death a year later, HRH The Duke 
of Edinburgh took on this role.  
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1967: Club membership topped 100,000 and the Club magazine was recording its 60th year of 
publication. By 1991, membership had broken through the 200,000 barrier and, by the last year of 
the old millennium, it had passed 300,000.  
 
1983: The Club becomes The Camping and Caravanning Club to reflect the change in people’s 
camping trends. 
1990: Club headquarters moved from London to its current base in Coventry.  
1992: The Club renewed an old connection when, in 1992, Lord Baden-Powell, grandson of the 
founder of the Scout movement, was appointed as Club President, a post he filled until 2002. 
1999: Membership exceeds 300,000. 
2001: The Centenary Year  
More and more people are taking to the road to experience the freedom camping and caravanning 
brings. Currently the membership stands at 400,000 and over 3 million campers experienced the 
Club’s award-winning club sites and 1300 smaller certificated sites set in hideaway locations.  
2002: Club reinforced its commitment to conservation by appointing Dr David Bellamy O.B.E as 
Club President.  
In 2003, the audited figure for number of people camping out overnight on 24th May was 92,435.  
2007: 11 Club sites won David Bellamy Conservation Awards.  

Since turning 100 years old, the Club has instigated a number of new initiatives. National Camping 
and Caravanning Week was created in the centenary year to promote camping in all its forms and 
still continues today. The Club prides itself on its forward thinking publicity ideas that not only 
encourage people to become members but also do much to highlight the outdoor industry as a 
whole. 

The Club has a strong environmental policy. Its Countryside Care section allows Club members to 
put something back into the countryside from which they derive so much pleasure. They do this on a 
voluntary basis through an ongoing programme of footpath construction, hedge clearing and tree 
planting in and around Club sites.  

The Club has 109 award-winning club sites throughout the UK and, through a partnership with the 
Forestry Commission, now runs and manages a further 20 Camping in the Forest Touring Sites.  

The Club also operates a European and international travel service, providing members with access 
to 183 European sites in 13 countries. A comprehensive winter sun camping programme in Spain 
and Portugal, along with a range of European escorted tours to 19 beautiful countries such as 
Iceland, Italy, Spain, France, Ireland, Belgium, the Balkans, Scandinavia, Morocco and beyond. 
Members can also tour further afield to Canada, New Zealand, the USA, Argentina, Australia, and 
even South Africa as part of a group or as an individual through the Club’s “Worldwide Motorhoming 
Holidays“ brand. 

The Camping and Caravanning Club is a co-founder of the Fédération Internationale de Camping et 
de Caravanning (F.I.C.C.)  and will continue to offer its members relaxing, carefree holidays and 
promote its popular camping and caravanning holidays to destinations across the globe.  
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Hymer Club International (Est. 1990) 

 

The history of Hymer Club International, which is a club for Hymer motorhome owners only, starts in 
the mid-1980s when a company called Madisons was appointed as the official Hymer importer to 
Great Britain.  Madisons formed a club for their motorhome customers and called it the Hymer 
Owners Club.  One of the principal members and main organisers of the club was a gentleman 
called Jim Tomlinson. 

In 1990 it was decided to split the club into two, one part being called Hymer Club UK which was to 
continue to be part of Madisons, the other part to be called Hymer Club International, run by a 
President and an elected committee who would ensure that the club was completely independent of 
any dealer.  Jim Tomlinson was made Life President and served the club until his death in 2001.  

The current President who is also a founder member, Mr Vic Avery, was appointed in 2006.  The 
committee consists of 11 dedicated and hard working members who give their time to the club 
voluntarily. 

The main objectives of the club are to encourage the highest standards of touring by Hymer 
motorhome owners, to provide a forum where members can improve their knowledge relating to 
Hymer motorhoming and exchange information and views.  To arrange tours and rallies for 
members and to maintain liaison with the Hymer company and distributors and to affiliate with any 
organisation that will be beneficial to its members. 

Hymer Club International currently has around 500 members who are mainly based in the United 
Kingdom with a few in mainland Europe.  The HCI holds UK Exemption Certificates enabling it to 
hold rallies away from licensed campsites in and around the UK.  Rallies are organised by members 
for members and there is a varied programme of events in different parts of the UK throughout the 
year.  Tours and rallies are often held abroad.  Spain, Germany, Belgium, Austria, Italy, Hungary, 
Scandinavia, Croatia and Slovenia and many areas of France have been the destinations in recent 
years.  All of these are in addition to events arranged by other organisations e.g. F.I.C.C. 

The Club provides a regular newsletter to all members giving up to date information about the club's 
programme and activities and also supports an online Members-Only Forum and a successful 
website. 

The Club runs an Annual General Meeting rally every Spring with May 2015 seeing the Club’s 
extremely successful 25th Anniversary Rally, a major milestone. 
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The Motor Caravanners Club (MCC) 

 
 
Enthusiasts formed the Motor Caravanners’ Club in 1960 because they found that, their “self build 
new fangled” motor caravans, were not welcomed in any of the established clubs. 
 
The Club is a limited company, limited by guarantee, and as such is bound by its Memorandum and 
Articles of Association.  These control how the Club operates. 
 
Its Council of Management manages the Club. These are ordinary Club members who have been 
elected by Club members to run the Club on their behalf.  All Council of Management positions are 
honorary. 
 
More and more members joined, groups formed around the country to organise rallies and other 
social events.  When the club began, rallies were held between Easter and late October, but as 
motorcaravans became better-insulated and modern, members requested rallies all year round.  
Groups became so popular they sub-divided, some more than once. With groups in England, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, the Isle of Man and Isle of Wight, members are assigned to the 
regional groups where they live. Members can change to a different group if they wish. 
 
Some groups have formed to follow up on Special Interests, for example Photography, Country and 
Western, Walking.  Organised on the same lines as a regional group, members may belong to one 
regional and any Special Interests groups. Another is the Spanish Rallying Group where European 
members have formed a group for members living in Spain or members wintering/visiting Spain. 
 
Groups organise their own affairs within the Club’s “Constitution for Groups” from collaboration 
between representatives from the Groups and Council of Management for the orderly running of 
group affairs. Each group has its own honorary committee elected at the Group’s AGM, normally 
held around October. 
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Pre-booking is not normally required, but may be needed for special rallies or where space is 
limited.  Members may visit any group at any time.  Many groups organise holiday rallies held 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
 
Up to the year 1998/99 MCC had only been a member of the F.I.C.C. affiliated via the British 
Federation of Camping and Caravanning (BFCC) and was obliged to attend the rallies under the 
BFCC flag.  At the F.I.C.C. Rally in Ireland in 1999 it was obvious that the MCC was the main 
supporter and that it was time the MCC applied to become a full member of the F.I.C.C.  The first 
thing we did was to ask the BFCC to accept the Club’s resignation and to ask for their support for 
our application to become full members.  Application was made and with the support of the main 
camping clubs in Great Britain, The Motor Caravanners’ Club became a full member in 1999.  Since 
then The Motor Caravanners’ Club has been well represented at the various rallies held throughout 
Europe and the members have supported and embraced the vision of the F.I.C.C. and enjoyed 
meeting with all the various clubs from all over the world. Such a feast of diversity and customs have 
been shared and enjoyed and many long term friendships made. 
 
In its own right, delegates of The Motor Caravanners’ Club have been able to represent our 
members and put our points of views at the meetings held during the F.I.C.C. rallies thus being at 
the forefront of new laws and information about camping issues.  
 
Our Club has supported F.I.C.C. rallies wholeheartedly since becoming full members and has won 
many trophies for our attendance at international events.  
 
Members attended F.I.C.C. international rallies in Millstreet/Ireland in 1997, Lincoln/GB 1999, 
Lechbruck/Germany 2000, Selbu/Norway 2001, Ghent/Belgium 2002, Montmelo/ Spain 2003, 
Oulu/Finland 2004, Bologna/Italy 2005 (12 outfits), Wroclaw/Poland in 2006 (10 outfits), 
Millstreet/Ireland 2007 (58 outfits), South Korea 2008 (3 outfits), Villebon/Paris 2008 (20 outfits), 
Ipswich/UK 2009 (43 outfits), Umag/Coratia 2010 (2 delegates because that rally coincided with the 
Club’s 50th anniversary celebrations), Prague/CZ 2011 (46 outfits) and Montmagny/Canada 2012 (1 
outfit). 

In 2008, the Club President represented the The Motorcaravanners Club at the ceremony organised 
in Brussels Town Hall to mark F.I.C.C.’s 75th Anniversary.  

In May 2010, the Club celebrated its 50th anniversary with a rally at the Newark 
Showground/Nottinghamshire.  Over 1,000 members gathered for the four-day long celebrations 
that were immortalised in commemorative plates, mugs and other souvenirs. In the same year the 
Club’s Secretary, Colin Reay, retired and was replaced by Bernie Haylock.  

At the beginning of 2011, the Club premises moved to Worcestershire where there was enough 
room to hold council meetings.  In May 2011, the leadership changed when a new President and 
Vice-Presidents were elected and a number of council members were replaced. 
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS 
 
Germany: Caravan Salon Düsseldorf 27.08 – 04.09.2016, in Düsseldorf 
 
France:  
Salon Mondial du Tourisme, 17.03. -  20.03. 2016, in Paris 
Salon des Véhicules de Loisir, 28.09. - 04.10. 2016, in Paris-Le Bourget 
SETT, 03.11. - 05.11. 2016, in Montpellier 
 
The Netherlands:  
Kampeer en Caravan Jaarbeurs, 14.10 – 18.10.2016, in Utrecht 
 
Switzerland:  
Suisse Caravan Salon, 22.10. - 26.10. 2016, in Bern 
 
Portugal: Nauticampo, April 2016, in Lisbon 
 
Italy: Il Salone del Camper, 12.09. - 20.09. 2016, in Parma 
 
Belgium: Brussels Travel Expo, 09.12 – 10.12.2016, in Brussels 
 
 
 
F.I.C.C Secretariat 
rue Belliard 20,  
B- 1040 Brussels/Belgium 
Tel: 00.32 2 513.87.82 
Fax:00.32 2 513.87.83 
Email: info@ficc.org 
Website: www.ficc.org 


